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Applications for breach of access will not generally be treated as urgent during
the current crisis unless a good case can be made by one of the parties that
they must be heard immediately. 

If you believe that your application should be defined as urgent you can email
the relevant court office setting out the reasons why the case should be
considered urgent. You must also tell the other side that you have applied to
the court. You will be notified by email whether or not your application is
considered urgent.

All non-urgent matters are being adjourned until a date after 20th April 2020.
You or your solicitor will be informed of the new court date by the relevant
court office.

Covid-19 Guidance - Family Law

Domestic violence applications are considered
urgent. See below regarding access and
maintenance.

info@communitylawandmediation.ie

What happens if I have a court date listed?

What is an urgent matter?

Can I go to Court about breach of access?
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Court Orders in relation to access remain in place and should be complied with to the
greatest degree possible in all the circumstances. If access does not go ahead as
scheduled, then parents/guardians should try to agree an alternative system of regular
contact while following the HSE guidelines on protecting yourself and others. A note of
any agreement should be recorded by either email or SMS.

The President of the District Court issued a statement on 26th March 2020 advising as
follows:

The best outcome for children is for parents to contact each other to set out
their concerns and suggest ideas for practical solutions that can be put in
place. The health concerns of parents, their children and the extended family
need to be considered when sorting out arrangements. 

As parents, if you agree that the arrangements set out in a court order should
be temporarily varied you are free to do so. Make a note of this agreement by
way ofemail or text message. Where a child, by agreement, does not get to
spend their usual time with their parent, the court will expect that contact is
established and maintained regularly. Using video technologies such as
Skype, Zoom, WhatsApp or Face-Time might help, and if that is not possible
telephone conversations should be arranged. These current restrictions mean
that the detail of every access order may not be full implementable, but as
parents, you should make every effort to allow your child to continue access
in a safe, alternative way.

It is not always possible for people to make these changes without help. The
Family Mediation Service of the Legal Aid Board is offering free telephone
mediation and conflict coaching. More details about this service can be found
at www.legalaidboard.ie

Some other free parent support services that may be able to help and advise
you are www.onefamily.ie and www.treoir.ie

Can I vary access arrangements when there is a
Court order?
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Existing Court Orders must still be complied with.

If you are unable to continue to make payments due to changed circumstances then you
should talk to the other parent/guardian and keep a note of your discussions and any
agreements. There is also guidance available from the Legal Aid Board’s website. 

Applications to vary maintenance are available on the Courts Service website. At present,
applications to vary maintenance are generally not considered urgent.

However, according to the Practice Direction of the President of the District Court dated
16th March, 2020, a case which does not come into the defined urgent category can be
treated as urgent if a good case can be made. You can email your court office setting out
the reasons why the case should be considered urgent. You should email the other side to
let them know you have applied and they must be given a chance to set out their position.
You will be notified of the Court’s decision by email. Contact details for offices are
available on www.beta.courts.ie/content/find-us

If there is Court order for maintenance then the Courts can make an order for payment
of the arrears at a later date, depending on the reasons for non-payment.

If you are experiencing financial hardship due to reduced/missed maintenance payments

then please contact your Community Welfare Officer at your local health centre.

Can I vary maintenance payments during
this emergency?

If I do not receive maintenance or receive less
maintenance what can I do?
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Domestic violence applications are considered urgent. Remedies available

under the Domestic Violence Act 2018 include the following court orders:

Further details can be found on the Courts Service website including the court

process, the implementation and enforcement of court orders.

If you are incapacitated due to illness you can nominate someone to act as a

temporary guardian in your place. You will need to fill out a District Court form

which you can find on www.courts.ie (Form 58.32) and nominate someone to

act as a temporary guardian in your place who will then be nominated by the

Court. All other guardians, the other parent and the Child and Family Agency

will have to receive a copy of the application.

What happens if I get sick and cannot take care of
my children?

Domestic Violence

Legal Aid Board

The Legal Aid Board continues to operate. Further

details can be found at www.legalaidboard.ie

Barring Order

Interim Barring Order

Emergency Barring Order

Safety Order

Protection Order
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The information in this document is not intended to provide, and does not constitute,

legal or any other advice on any particular matter, and is provided for general

information purposes only. The authors give no guarantees or warranties concerning

the accuracy, completeness or up-to date nature of the information provided in this

website and do not accept any liability arising from any errors or omissions. Please

note that there are links provided to external sites over which the authors have no

control and for which they accept no responsibility.

Community Law & Mediation is an independent community law centre which provides

free legal advice, representation, mediation and community education services. If you

need legal advice, we're here to help:

Contact Us

info@communitylawandmediation.ie

(01) 847 7804  |  (061) 536 100

www.communitylawandmediation.ie


