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5 Years of The Centre For Environmental Justice

Our Vision

Our vision is the full realisation of fundamental rights for all within a socially just
and ecologically sustainable society.

Our Mission

The Centre for Environmental Justice’s mission is to:

1. engage, inform and mobilise individuals, community groups and organisations
on environmental injustice.

2. empower and equip individuals, community groups and organisations to
challenge environmental injustice using the law.

3. ensure environmental policy addresses inequality and is informed by the
needs of underserved communities.

What is environmental justice?

Environmental justice is about all people living and thriving in a safe, healthy
and sustainable environment. It means full protection from climate change
and other environmental hazards and nobody being left behind in climate and
environmental action. It is about fair processes as well as fair environmental
outcomes and requires the just treatment and meaningful involvement of people
in decision-making that affects where and how they live.

Cover image from resources designed for the Centre for Environmental Justice by Eoin Whelehan
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Why the Centre for
Environmental Justice
was set up

Recognising that climate change is not only an environmental issue, but also a
housing, health, equality, and ultimately a human rights issue, Community Law &
Mediation established Ireland’s first and only Centre for Environmental
Justice in 2021.

The Centre is a natural fit within Community Law & Mediation’s community-based
model. Since its establishment, the work of the Centre has evolved into a busy
and growing annual programme of legal advice clinics, policy and casework,
alongside community-focused talks and webinars to raise awareness of
environmental rights.
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Community engagement
and partnerships

A key priority of the Centre for
Environmental Justice is to engage,
inform and mobilise individuals,
community groups and organisations
on environmental injustice.

We host information talks, webinars
and events on a range of topics. These
include environmental rights at the
local level; climate justice before the
courts; the right to breathe clean air;
access to justice in environmental
matters; Ireland’s climate justice
obligations and the need to centre
housing in climate action. These have
featured leading campaigners and
experts, including former President
Mary Robinson, Kevin Anderson and
Isabella Jorg of the Klimaseniorinnen
(‘Swiss grannies’) case.

We also partner with local community
groups on a range of environmental
justice projects. For example, in 2025,
we partnered with Bohemians Football
Club to offer a free advice clinic

for Bohemians fans and their local
community; and to develop five comics
by graphic designer Paddy Lynch that
connect big environmental issues to
everyday concerns like housing, air
quality, and access to green spaces.

We have also worked with groups
such as Robert Emmett Community
Development Project and the Liberties
Community Project to provide advice
and information on the links between
health, home and the environment.

Our Legal Eagles schools’ project,
funded by Dublin City Council, took
place in two local secondary schools
in Coolock last year, Chanel College
and Mercy College, and involved the
delivery of a series of talks on the lIrish
legal system, environmental rights

and how to apply the law to real life
situations.
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Resources and
Information Guides

In partnership with Environmental
Justice Network Ireland we have
developed a Manual of Environmental
Justice, a digital toolkit that resources
and connects organisations and
communities across the island of
Ireland on intersectional environmental
issues.

Our work to build a hub of information
resources continues, with the
publication of guides to the Aarhus
Convention, Making a Planning
Submission, Minimum Standards of
Local Authority Homes, Littering and
Dumping, and an accessible guide to
dealing with Energy Poverty approved
by the National Adult Literacy Agency.



https://ejni.net/
https://ejni.net/
https://communitylawandmediation.ie/publications/aarhus-convention-guide/
https://communitylawandmediation.ie/publications/aarhus-convention-guide/
https://communitylawandmediation.ie/publications/a-practical-guide-to-making-a-planning-submission/
https://communitylawandmediation.ie/publications/a-practical-guide-to-making-a-planning-submission/
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Casework

Over the past five years, the Centre
for Environmental Justice’s casework
has tackled a range of local and
national issues, from illegal dumping in
Darndale to the adequacy of Ireland’s
Climate Action Plan.

“I was fighting a losing battle, now
| feel that I’'m not...there’s finally

movement on our issue.”

Working with communities to tackle
local environmental issues

40,000-tonne illegal landfill in Darndale

In Darndale, Dublin, local residents have been campaigning for years for the
removal of a 40,000-tonne illegal landfill.

Our Centre for Environmental Justice became involved more recently, working
with residents to put pressure on Dublin City Council to take action on the site,
highlighting the health and environmental hazards caused by burning waste,
burned out vehicles, the presence of asbestos, rats and the fact that the illegal
landfill continues to dominate the landscape just outside their homes.

In 2025, Dublin City Council finally commenced works to remove the landfill.
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Air quality in Phibsborough

Local people from Phibsborough approached the Centre with concerns about the
Bus Connects Plan for Phibsborough, which would significantly increase traffic
levels in an area where air quality and traffic emissions already exceed WHO
recommendations (according to a citizens science study).

We sought advice from a barrister about the Environmental Protection Agency’s air
quality monitoring obligations and engaged with the EPA, to advocate for better
monitoring of the air quality levels in Phibsborough.

Following our engagement, the Environmental Protection Agency placed diffusion
tubes around Phibsborough and Dorset Street between October and December
2023. These provided indicative results exposing breaches of the legal limit of
NO2, also surpassing the WHO recommended levels.

Following these findings, the local authority has planned to continue to monitor
the levels of NO2. The collection of this data will be invaluable to local residents
should they wish to challenge future plans and when engaging in dialogue with the
local authority.

You have taken the stress off me
trying to deal with the issue on my

own. | don’t feel alone with the issue
now.
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National Strategic
Climate Litigation

Climate litigation plays a crucial role as a tool to enforce or enhance climate
commitments made by governments in the face of ongoing failure to meet
emissions reductions targets, and the increasingly visible impacts of climate
change.

At the time of writing, we are preparing for the High Court hearing of a

landmark climate and human rights case. This case, taken by the Centre for
Environmental Justice (part of Community Law & Mediation) alongside a child, a
youth climate activist and a grandfather, concerns the adequacy of the Climate
Action Plan 2024, given that Ireland is significantly off track to cut greenhouse
gas emissions in line with its legally binding obligations. This case marks the
first time that Community Law & Mediation is itself acting as an applicant. In
doing so, we act to protect the rights of those who stand to be most affected by
climate change but are least able to defend their rights.

My involvement in this case is
grounded in my concern for the
future of my grandson, now three
years of age. The scientific evidence
strongly suggests that within his
lifetime there will be widespread,
large-scale, climatic and societal
disruptions that will negatively affect
his welfare and life chances. To a
lesser extent | am concerned for my
own welfare as an older person who
is more vulnerable to the impact of
extreme weather events such as
heatwaves. It is my firm belief, that
the government’s Climate Action
Plans are inadequate to ensure the
rights to safety and health of its
most vulnerable citizens.

(Grandfather involved in the case)
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In a related case, a legal challenge was launched by Friends of the Irish
Environment (FIE), represented by Centre for Environmental Justice, against the
Irish Government over its Climate Action Plan 2023. At the time of writing, we
are awaiting judgment from the Court of Appeal.

Climate Action Plans are a key pillar in Ireland’s efforts to reduce its emissions
and must set out a sufficiently clear roadmap for effective climate action in line
with Ireland’s legal obligations.

The Centre for Environmental Justice is also supporting NGOs Climate Action
Network (CAN) Europe and Global Legal Action Network (GLAN) in a climate

case against the European Commission. The Applicants have brought a case
before the EU General Court in Luxembourg.

The case concerns the adequacy of the annual greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions
allocations (AEAs) for EU Member States for 2021-2030 in a Commission
implementing decision (EU) 2023/1319 made under the Effort Sharing
Regulation.
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Influencing
Policy

In parallel with our casework, we seek to inform and influence the rapidly
changing climate policy landscape, making submissions and engaging with
other social justice organisations, local authorities and public bodies on key
policy areas affecting the communities we work with.

Examples include submissions on the annual Climate Action Plan, Ireland’s
Clean Air Strategy, Ireland’s Energy Poverty Action Plan, the National Adaptation
Framework, the National Energy and Climate Plan. We engage with public
representatives and government departments in relation the annual Budget and
the Programme for Government and continue to build positive relationships.

Research

To date, the Centre for Environmental Justice has embarked on two landmark
research projects:

Environmental Justice in Ireland: Key dimensions of environmental

and climate injustice experienced by vulnerable and marginalised
communities, a collaborative project between the Centre for Environmental
Justice and DCU’s School of Law and Government identifies and sets out
recommendations to improve the monitoring of environmental pollution and its
correlation with measures of deprivation and vulnerability, with the ultimate aim
to strengthen the pursuit of environmental justice in Ireland.

Constitutionalising Environmental Rights - Practical Insights into the
Irish Context: funded by Lifes2Good Foundation and featuring research by
Dr Orla Kelleher and Dr Mary Dobbs of the School of Law and Criminology
in Maynooth University, this report, examines if, and how, Ireland should
constitutionalise environmental rights.
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Our work in the Media
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Thank you

None of the significant level of work undertaken at the Centre of Environmental
Justice across the past five years could have been done without the vital
support of our funders, to whom we extend our thanks. We are equally grateful
to the many volunteers, pro bono professionals and interns who give their time
and expertise so generously.






Sign up to our environmental
justice newsletter by scanning
the QR code.

Get In Touch

Dublin & Limerick | Serving Nationwide

Phone : (01) 847 7804 | 061 536 100
Email : info@communitylawandmediation.ie

www.communitylawandmediation.ie




